, Europe (e.g., Achenbach, Verhulst, Baron, & Akkerhuis, 1987) , Asia (e.g., Weisz et al., 1987) , Africa (e.g., Weisz, Sigman, Weiss, & Mosk, 1993) , and Australia (Achenbach, Hensley, Phares, & Grayson, 1990 (Weisz, Chaiyasit, Weiss, Eastman, & Jackson, 1995) . Therefore, it is possible that cross-national findings reflect parents' and teachers' expectations regarding children's behavior rather than the actual problems that children present.
Several studies have demonstrated the importance of comparing different informants' (i.e., teachers, parents, observers) reports of children's behavior. A study comparing Jamaican and U.S. teacher reports on children ages 6 to II revealed that Jamaican teachers reported higher problem scores in their pupils than U.S. teachers. Do Jamaican children really have more problems than U.S. children, or do teachers in these two countries have different tolerance levels for certain problems? This study addressed this question by comparing observers' and teachers' reports on Jamaican and African American children. We obtained teachers' reports and conducted structured direct observations on the same group of children. Considerable disparity emerged between observers' and teachers' ratings of Jamaican versus African American pupils.The findings suggest that ethnic similarities between Jamaican pupils and their teachers and the lack of similarities between African American pupils and their teachers may affect the teachers' threshold for perceiving the problems that their pupils present.
A study with Thai and U.S. children that compared teacher reports with structured observations revealed very different patterns in children's emotional and behavioral problems based on the interaction of nationality and reporter (i.e., observer versus teacher; Weisz et al., 1995) . Thai Achenbach, 1998 ).
Like other cross-national studies on ;
children's problems (Weisz et al., 1988 (Lambert et al., ( 1996) . Like their Thai colleagues (Weisz et al., 1988) (Zimmerman, Khoury, 7 Vega, Gil, & Warheit, 1995 Hollingshead's (1975) 9-step scale for the parent having the higher status occupation, where 9 is the highest. The U.S.
mean SES was 4.1 (SD = 1.9). For Jamaican children, we used a 5-step SES scale (Smith, 1984) (Achenbach, 1986 (Achenbach, 1991 
RESULTS

Data Analyses
To limit the chance of Type I error, we used the Bonferroni correction (Cliff, 1987; Neter, Wasserman, & Kutner, 1985 25.5 (SD = 19.6) and 10.0 (SD = 2.0), respec- tively.
In addition to the within-subjects main effect, there was a significant reporter x nationality within-subjects interaction, shown in Figure 1, F (Sylva, 1994) (Lambert, Rowan, et al., 1998) . This (Achenbach, 1991 
